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Epring is here and it is time for our
April general meeting, We will be meeting
o Wednesday, April 10, 1991 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Greenfield FRoom of the Fitchburg
Community Center.

Following a brief business meeting we
will welcoma Jim Drasger f£rom the State
Historical Society who will provide us with
some  answers to questions like, "Why do
Wisconsin buildings look like they do?" and
"Where did the idea for that sort of
building originate?” and "What's the style
of my house? He will offer a slide
presentation on the history of Wisconsin
architecture, which includes examples of
area structures. Tha presentation should
provide us, not only with the answers to the
abonre  guestions, but also with a new
avareness of the significant architectural
styles and heritage stwrrounding us. Also, if
spring is here, sumer can not be far
bahind, and that meane w2 will be changing
our display case exhibit to oelebrate
"Weddings." We need your assistance in
providing articles for the display. Please
rack your brain and search the attic to help
us find wedding dresszes. We nesd one from
circa 1900; and one from 1920-30 to make our
exhibit complete. We will also need dress
fomms to display the dresses. Do you have
ane, or know of one, that we could boroow?

In addition to searching for these
wedding dresses, we also need wedding
memorabilia from our members, which we would
like you to bring to our April meeting.
Items might include old family wedding
pictures (please identify the persons in the
photo and approximate date of the picture),
wedding announcements, etec.

At the April meeting you may also pick
up items that you may have brought for the
"Containers" display which will be taken
downn to make room for ‘Weddings." We
think we have a full agenda, plus

refreshments, and we look forward to seeing

REEMINDER

If a yellow membership form accompanies
thiz newsletter, its purpose is to remind
you that your dues have expired and you need
to renew in order to continue as a member.

A5 in the past, all dues expire at the
annual mecting each February., We hope wou
find the Historical Society to be a
worthwhile oroup with  which to  be
affiliated, and that we have offered
progrars or information that has inspired
you to renew your memoership.

Flease mail your renewal dues and
membership form to Treasurer Ellen Green a*
5449 Irish Lane, Madison, WI 53711. If
you have suggesticns for programs or topics
of interest, please jot them down and send
them along. We welcome your input,

If you are interested in serving on the
Board of Directors, or helping with t
display casa, or assisting in planning the
direction of the Historical Society, please

~lat s e,

THANE YOU, THANK YOU

The Fitchburg Historical Society
participated in the City's "Cahin Fever
Festival" this year by selling soda and
Popoomn at the March 1 dance. We mada
approximately $95.00 for ouor treasury.
Special thanks goes to the following members
fﬂ-rl their assistanca churing the
evening---Joy and Kent Anderson, BRill
Stoneman, Jeanie and Jerry Sieling, AL
Colvin and Patricia Delker.

1 A thank you is also in order for Jerry

O'Brien who graciocusly agreed to lead off
our reminiscences about "Neighborliness"
at our annual meeting., He jogged gquite a
fow memcries for many. Other storytelling
participants included Bill Stoneman, Bill
Kinney, Mary Kinney, Marc Jones, Bob Keenan,
and Winnie Lacy.

Finally, thanks also to those of you
who brought pictures to share—--Phil Fee,
Anna Fox, and Mickie Schmedlach--—-and Tom
Capp for taking slides of those pictures.
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AFFILIATE MEMEFRSHIFS

tmoe again we will be distributing
affiliate’ Membership cards at ouar April
general meeting. As one of the 240
historical organizations affiliated with the
Stare Historical Society, every mesber of
our  society.  automatically. -becames an
Affiliate Mamber of the Stete Historical
society of wisconsin.

The cards you will receive entitle you
Eo.a '10% discount for admissicon to any of
the seven historic sites owned by Lhe State
Historical Society. To CEOE1 Ve t:hie
discount, show your card each time you visit
A site,

Each card also. includes an anwvitation
ko Join the Skabke Historical Sociehby a3 &
cegular mewber,’ If you do jJeing the
Mbchborg Historical Socieby. will @ recsive
55.00  -for each perscon wWho uses the
invitation to become a new metber of the
State Socieby,
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1991 GFFICERS

Tre Board of Directors met durcing the
weak following our. anmuhs | mesting and
selected the officers Iorf the year. They
ArE

Fresident ---— Patricia Delkex
Vice-President = S0y Anderscon
Treasurer =--- Ellen Goesn
secretary - Janet Hesnan
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DO YOU KHOW?

Do you know about the role Irish
immigrants played in the sstblement of
Fitchiwirg? I am certain some of you with
thess Irish surpames know the Trish history
of Fitchburg, but shortly many cthers will
know about it as well, due to the afforts of
Fitehburg Historical Soclety mesber, Tom
Eirmey,

Tom has prepared & presentation
entitled "The Irish Ssttlement in Fitchburg,
Wisconsin, 1840-60" which he has been asked
to ‘present as part of the American
Conferance for Irish Studies to be held on
the UW-tadisen campus, Aprdl 10-13,

{continued on next column)
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Speakers from across the .country and
Ireland will take part in this prestigious
conference, Topics are widely wvariod and
include "Irish Facts/Historical Flctions,”
"The Politics of Irish Hacm:'LaHEm,“ Wehies
Great Irish Rebellion,” "Irish Postoy,"”
P:hlticﬁ of ftomen,” and "Early Ireland."
Tom's prosentation will be part of a session
called "Migration and Settlement” held on
Thursday, April it at 1345.

Conference registration will be held at
the Wisconsin Center, and you may wish fo
call the W History Dept. or the Wisconsin
Center for more Information on this
particular sessjon or for full conferenc
information.

Irizh immdoration in the late 1840's
and 50's occurred primarily as the tasult of
the potato famine in Ireland. Other Irish

gettlers came 'to America to  escape
persecution by the Enclish. Tom has
talked 'with many of Fitchburg's ‘Irish

fomilies and his presentation will incliuds
the personal stories of the Irish settlers
in Fitchhura.

Concratulations Tom---the Fitchburg
Higtorical Society is pleased with your
efforts +to documant Fitchburg hlstory and
prouc to have Fitchburg representsd at this
Important sonference.
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UPOOMITG CONPERENCE

"Colebrating Preservatjon 91", the
annoal Wisconsin Historic Presecrence will
ba held Iin laCrosse on May J=-4 at the
Radisson Hotel.

The conference will present soveral
tonics under three general kracks which are:

"The Thres R's: Restoration, Rehab apd
Renovation," “The Three  P's: Planning,
Prut&t:uﬂ'l and Preservation,” and
"Pregervation Issues Forum, "

Registration must be completed by April
24, Contact the State Historical BSociety
for registration forms and additicnal
information.
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